
School Hero Project

Alex’s Timeline

January 18, 1996
 
Alexandra “Alex” Scott is born in Manchester, CT to proud parents Liz and Jay Scott and big brother 
Patrick.  The family lives in Storrs, CT, near The University of Connecticut.

1997
 
January 16th:  Doctors diagnose Alex with neuroblastoma, a type of childhood cancer.  
January 17th:  Alex undergoes 12 hours of surgery to remove her cancerous tumor.  Doctors are able to 
remove most of the tumor, but not all of it.  She is paralyzed during surgery and her parents are told she will 
never walk. 
January 18th:  Alex turns one year old. She spends her first birthday recovering from surgery in the 
Intensive Care Unit.
Alex immediately starts physical therapy and makes steady progress.
Doctors decide to let Alex recover while they keep a close watch over the tumor with frequent MRI scans to 
see if it grows.
October:  The Scotts move to West Hartford, CT to be closer to the hospital where Alex is being treated in 
Hartford, Connecticut.

1998
 
January 18th:  Alex celebrates her 2nd birthday!  
Alex continues to receive physical therapy and with hard work, has learned to crawl and to stand with leg 
braces.
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remove one large tumor.
August:  Alex and her family welcome a new baby boy into their family. They name him Edward “Eddie” after 
his grandfather.
October:  Alex starts chemotherapy with hopes of stopping her cancer from growing and spreading.

1999 

January 18th:  Alex celebrates her 3rd birthday. She is full of life, happy and can now walk with leg braces.
January – June:  Alex switches chemotherapies several times because they are not working; her cancer 
continues to grow.
June – August:  In hopes of stopping her cancer from growing and spreading Alex undergoes three surgeries 
in New York City within a 3 month period.
8$;*$3<$+%&&=.#)$+&,;+$.9,&4#*(&/0$12,&<(#$,7&&/0$1&.#9&-$+&;.+$#*,&*+.>$0&*(&3.#:&-(,;4*.0,&*(&5$*&
different opinions but most do not have other chemotherapy treatments or cancer treatments to offer.  
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they meet a doctor who has experimental treatments that might help Alex.   Alex receives an experimental 
treatment and it kills some of her cancer and makes her feel better immediately.   This visit changes her 
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2000 

January 18th:  Alex celebrates her 4th birthday. At her request, her family throws a “surprise” party for 
her.
January 20th:  Alex is admitted to the hospital in Connecticut to undergo very intense chemotherapy 
followed by a stem cell transplant.
Alex is in the hospital for a month recovering from her stem cell transplant. During this time, she tells her 
mother she wants to have a lemonade stand after she gets out of the hospital. 
February – June:  Alex continues asking her parents about this lemonade stand.  In June, keeping her promise 
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to receive experimental treatments.  Despite the treatments, her cancer continues to steadily grow.

2001 
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2002 

January 18th:  Alex celebrates her 6th birthday with her new friends from kindergarten.  
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May:  Alex announces to her family that she is having another lemonade stand and that she is dedicating her 
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stand.  Alex immediately starts receiving donations in the mail from people who want to help.
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Illustrated Magazines.
Alex raises a total of over $40,000 by the end of 2002.  Alex tells her mother that she believes it is impor-
tant to give money to research all kinds of childhood cancer, at hospitals all across the country, because in 
her words, “All kids want their tumors to go away.”

2003 

January 18th:  Alex celebrates her 7th birthday with a karate party. She is still responding to the chemo-
therapy and has less cancer in her body than at any time since she was diagnosed.
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started to grow again.  Alex starts a new experimental chemotherapy, with the hope of slowing down the 
cancer.
March: Alex and her two brothers welcome another baby brother, Joseph “Joey,” with excitement and 
enthusiasm. 
June:  Despite having a tough time with her new treatments, Alex holds her 4th annual Lemonade Stand.  
Amazingly, she brings in $18,000 despite the pouring rain. 
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June 9th – 11th:  3rd Annual National Lemonade Days – over 1000 stands are held nationwide raising approxi-
mately $1 million during this event to fight childhood cancer. 
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place from pre-schools to colleges.
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with one vision in mind – a cure for all children with cancer.
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and for the first year chefs travel from around the country to participate.
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grants. 
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