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Thanks to your support, Alex's
Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF)

continues to champion lifesaving
childhood Ewing sarcoma research

and care for the families and
children affected by this disease.
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Childhood cancer hero, Aine

I m p a c t  R e p o r t



With Gratitude

Dear Friend,

The strides that childhood cancer research has made in the past few years
are remarkable. New breakthrough treatments have been discovered and
approved by the FDA. There are more clinical trials than ever before.
Survival rates for certain types of childhood cancers have improved. ALSF
remains dedicated to improving treatments for kids with Ewing sarcoma.
We appreciate your support, which is making research like this possible.
Thanks to supporters like you believing in research, we are painting a world
free of childhood cancer.  

Our daughter, Alex, believed that if we all worked together, we could cure
childhood cancer. That idea of collaboration is what inspired others to help
her reach her $1 million fundraising goal. It’s what planted the seed of Alex’s
Lemonade Stand Foundation. We are always amazed at what can be
accomplished when you bring people together. Alex’s, scientists, and you –
we’re all coming together for one common goal: to cure childhood cancer.
Thank you for all you continue to do.

Until there are cures for all kids,

Liz & Jay Scott
Alex’s Parents
Co-Executive Directors of 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation



Pushing Forward Pediatric Cancer
Research In Ewing sarcoma

Our mission has always been to champion lifesaving childhood cancer research 
and find cures for children with cancers like Ewing sarcoma.

Targeting Tumor Associated
Macrophages in Metastatic
Ewing sarcoma 

Research SpotlightResearch Spotlight

Dr. Mitchell Cairo of New York Medical College is using
his recently awarded Innovation Grant to evaluate the
effectiveness of new approaches to preventing Ewing
sarcoma (ES) growth and spreading by maximizing
immune cell (macrophage) killing of ES cells.

Therapy improvement in Ewing sarcoma (ES) has essentially stalled for the past 30 years, in large
part due to the treatment failure to prevent the tumor spreading to other organs, called metastasis.
Children with metastatic disease have dismal survival (<25%) and desperately need new effective
therapies. Another goal of Dr. Cairo's project is to better understand what genes and proteins in ES
cells are important in macrophage-associated ES spreading and how the other immune cells in the
patients’ immune system play a role in this process. He believes that his team has the appropriate
and unique tools and techniques to reach these goals. The treatment regimens they will test in this
proposal are either currently used in the clinic treating ES patients or under clinical/preclinical
testing in patients/animals with other diseases and have shown to be safe, tolerable and effective. 

Dr. Heinrich Kovar began his research career studying
Ewing sarcoma. He was led to this field of study by his
love of science. Then, in a twist of fate, his younger
brother was diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma. Doctors told
his brother that researchers were working to find better
treatments. But, for Dr. Kovar’s brother, those treatments
did not come in time. His brother died, and Dr. Kovar was
left with a mission: find cures for Ewing sarcoma. While
there have been some improvements in disease
understanding and treatments over the past 30 years,

little is known about why frontline treatment works well for some children and other children are
left facing a poor prognosis. With the Crazy 8 Award, Dr. Kovar's team will study the origins of
Ewing sarcoma — developing an understanding of the moment a cell becomes Ewing sarcoma.
Then, they will use this knowledge to develop pre-clinical models that can be used to test
therapeutics, eventually leading to safe treatments and cures for the children most at risk of
dying from Ewing sarcoma.

“I have to do something about it,” said Dr. Kovar. “Before I retire, I hope to have success that
will help patients with Ewing sarcoma.”



ALSF Funded Projects in Ewing sarcoma 
Thanks to you, we have been able to fund outstanding research, leading toward breakthroughs

and cures. Read through some of our recently funded projects in Ewing sarcoma below. 

Click here to see a complete list of ALSF funded
projects in Ewing sarcoma 

In 2022, we want to fund more high impact, game changing projects like the
ones listed above that will target the most deadly childhood cancers and fight
for kids affected by childhood cancer around the world. You are the catalyst
that makes these cutting-edge research projects possible. Thanks to you, we

are one step closer to a world where cures are a reality. 

https://www.alexslemonade.org/grants/search?terms=&program=All&term_node_tid_depth_1=100&state=&year=&items_per_page=10


For each round of chemotherapy, Aine and her family had to travel to a children’s hospital five

hours away from their home. Since Aine’s mom quit her job to take care of her, the travel put

financial strain on the family. Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation’s (ALSF) Travel For Care program

was able to help Aine’s family with the travel expenses, providing gas cards and hotel stays, so she

could get to her treatment with no additional worries. 

The treatment was rough on Aine. Between each cycle of chemotherapy, she spiked a fever and

endured a number of side effects from neutropenia to constant nerve pain. She was rarely home for

more than two days in a row. Despite it all, her tumor was shrinking. After surgery, she was cancer-

free.

Today, Aine is 16 years old, back in school and hopes to pursue a career in the medical field. She has

follow-up tests every three months and has remained in remission thus far. Her mom Kelly Ann

shares, “It’s amazing seeing how far Aine has come. You could look at her and never know what she

went through.” 

Aine and her family are grateful for the support and peace of mind ALSF has brought them. In all of

the chaos, it meant they had at least one thing they could count on. They donate and raise money

for the cause whenever they can.

Aine had just joined her school’s cheer squad when a small lump

appeared on her forearm. Her doctor believed it could be

muscle related and instructed her to ice it. A week later, the

bump had grown and was causing her pain. She received an X-

ray and ultrasound, but both came up empty. After an MRI,

biopsy and CT scan, Aine was diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma.

From there, everything happened at once. Aine received PET

and CAT scans, more X-rays and MRIs, biopsies and kidney and

heart tests. Fortunately, the cancer was localized to her arm so

she could begin treatment of 14 rounds of chemotherapy.

Meet an Ewing sarcoma Hero
Part of our mission is to support families in the ways they need it most

and empower everyone to help cure childhood cancer.

Meet Aine

Thank you for donating to Ewing sarcoma research. You are helping fund
impactful projects aimed at finding better treatments and cures for kids like Aine!


