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Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF) emerged from the
front yard lemonade stand of 4-year-old Alexandra “Alex” Scott,
who was fighting cancer and wanted to raise money to find
cures for all children with cancer. Her spirit and determination
inspired others to support her cause, and when she passed
away at the age of 8, she had raised $1 million. Since then, the
Foundation bearing her name has evolved into a national
fundraising movement and is one of the leading funders of
pediatric cancer research in the U.S. and Canada.



Liz & Jay Scott 
Alex's Parents & Co-Executive Directors 
Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation

Thanks to your thoughtful support, we have been able to find new discoveries for childhood cancer

treatment. ALSF-funded researchers continue to develop breakthrough treatments, lead new clinical trials,

and publish their findings in peer-reviewed journals. Thanks to you, we were able to make this progress,

which has positively impacted the lives of children with cancers like diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma (DIPG).

Our daughter, Alexandra "Alex" Scott, believed that if we all worked together, we could cure childhood

cancer. That idea of collaboration is what inspired others to help her reach her $1 million fundraising goal.

Her idea is the reason we are able to do what we do now. We are always amazed at what can be

accomplished when you bring people together. Alex's, scientists, and you — we're all coming together for

one common goal: to cure childhood cancer. Thank you for all you do in the fight against childhood cancer. 

Until there are cures for all kids,

Dear Friend, 

With Gratitude



Thanks to Supporters Like You

The ‘high-risk, high-reward’ studies that

ALSF supported are some of the very studies

that best represent me, our science and serve

as the platform for the work we have ongoing

and propose for the future. It doesn’t escape

me that the support from ALSF has been

instrumental, and I extend my deep

appreciation to ALSF for supporting our

science from the very beginning.” 

— Dr. Cigall Kadoch, Dana-Farber Cancer

Institute 

ALSF helped launch my research program 10

years ago and has supported my lab at every

step along the way. Their investment in

childhood cancer research has transformed

the field and nurtured the development of a

generation of childhood cancer

researchers.”— Dr. Michelle Monje, 

Stanford University School of Medicine

Childhood Cancer Research
Projects Have Been Funded Since
Our Founding

1,000+



Research Spotlight
Dr. Carol Chen of McGill University is now in her third year

of her Young Investigator grant, in which she is focused on

identifying epistatic suppressors of oncohistone in

pediatric high-grade gliomas. Within the cell, the strands

of DNA are bound to packaging proteins called histones.

These histones are mutated in a deadly form of brain

cancer that occurs specifically in children. Using a fruit

fly model, Dr. Chen and her team have shown that the disease caused by histone mutations can be

eliminated by targeting a protein that binds to histones and “writes” a modification. They are now using

cells taken directly from tumors to repeat this finding and they are seeing encouraging results in that

targeting this “writer” leads to slower cancer progression. More work is needed to see if this holds true in

tumors from other patients. More importantly, they are also working on understanding the function of this

“writer” in the normal brain because that determines whether it will be safe to use in young patients. Dr.

Chen has obtained preliminary results that support ASH1L being an essential target in one H3.3K27M glioma

cell line. Future work will focus on expanding this finding to additional K27M glioma cell lines, and dissecting

how targeting ASH1L leads to cell death in H3.3K27M glioma.

High-grade brainstem tumors are the most aggressive of pediatric brain tumors

and uniformly deadly. Most children typically succumb to disease within 12

months of diagnosis. Attempts at chemotherapy have failed in part due to the

blood brain barrier, which prevents drugs from getting to the tumor. Therefore,

methods to deliver drugs by bypassing the blood brain barrier are of great interest.

Convection-enhanced delivery overcomes the blood brain barrier through a 

direct injection under a pressure gradient into the tumor region. This technique has been shown to be safe

in children with these tumors but has not yet achieved its maximum therapeutic potential. Dr. David Daniels

of the Mayo Clinic was awarded a Reach Grant last year to improve convection-enhanced delivery for drug

delivery in children with diffuse midline gliomas. To achieve this goal, Dr. Daniels and his team are

examining how drugs clear from the brain following convection-enhanced delivery. Their next step is to alter

these drugs in order to change how long they remain in the brain. Lastly, they will test these drugs and their

altered forms in animal models to determine how effective they are. 

Developing Targeted Therapies for DIPG



Projects in DIPGALSF Funded
Thanks to you, we have been able to fund outstanding research, leading towards
breakthroughs and cures. Read through some of our recently funded research
projects in diffuse intrinsic pontine gliomas (DIPG) below.

Click here to see a complete list of ALSF 
funded projects in DIPG

https://www.alexslemonade.org/grants/search?terms=&undefined=Submit&program=All&term_node_tid_depth_1=701&state=&year=&items_per_page=10


Meet Childhood Cancer Heroes

In December 2021, Zaniyah was experiencing balance issues, and her eyes

kept crossing. Concerned, her family took her to the pediatrician, which

led to an MRI that revealed a mass on her brain. That same day Zaniyah

and her family were sent to Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, where they

were told she had DIPG.

Zaniyah’s spirit remains strong, and today, she is  still fighting with her 

doctor’s help. She is her father, Gary's hero because even though she is too young to know what DIPG is, she

is still fighting, still happy, and having a great childhood. He only hopes that Zaniyah beats the odds and

survives this condition. Zaniyah's family believes in the ALSF’s ability to not only help hero families

financially but to one day find a cure for cancers like DIPG. 

Mary was 4 years old when she was diagnosed with DPIG. For Mary’s

family this diagnosis came with many things — fear, a poor prognosis and

a loss of hope. Mary endured 30 rounds of radiation over six weeks, which

included being sedated each day. Over three months, Mary had endured a

biopsy, 37 doctor visits, two emergency room visits, 11 COVID tests, one

surgery, 37 rounds of anesthesia, 30 radiation treatments, two MRIs, 12

IVs, 11 speech and OT sessions and one first walk after brain surgery. 

Mary’s doctors told the family about a clinical trial at Lucile Packard Children's Hospital Stanford. The trial,

funded in part by ALSF, uses CAR-T immunotherapy to target the tumor. Mary enrolled and her family

began making monthly visits to Stanford, a thousand miles away from their home in Colorado. In March

2021, Mary was there for 35 days, with 26 of those in-patient in the hospital. Following that treatment,

there was a 10% reduction in the size of the tumor. Mary is now back at Stanford again to continue

treatment. ALSF also helps Mary’s family through the Travel For Care program. 



for all you do to help kids with cancer! 

Thank You


