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Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF) emerged from the
front yard lemonade stand of 4-year-old Alexandra “Alex” Scott,
who was fighting cancer and wanted to raise money to find
cures for all children with cancer. Her spirit and determination
inspired others to support her cause, and when she passed
away at the age of 8, she had raised $1 million. Since then, the
Foundation bearing her name has evolved into a national
fundraising movement and is one of the leading funders of
pediatric cancer research in the U.S. and Canada.



Liz & Jay Scott 
Alex's Parents & Co-Executive Directors 
Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation

Thanks to your thoughtful support, we have been able to find new discoveries for childhood cancer

treatment. ALSF-funded researchers continue to develop breakthrough treatments, lead new clinical trials,

and publish their findings in peer-reviewed journals. Thanks to you, we were able to make this progress,

which has positively impacted the lives of children with cancers like neuroblastoma.  

Our daughter, Alexandra "Alex" Scott, believed that if we all worked together, we could cure childhood

cancer. That idea of collaboration is what inspired others to help her reach her $1 million fundraising goal.

Her idea is the reason we are able to do what we do now. We are always amazed at what can be

accomplished when you bring people together. ALSF, scientists and you — we're all coming together for one

common goal: to cure childhood cancer. Thank you for all you do in the fight against childhood cancer. 

Until there are cures for all kids,

Dear Friend, 

With Gratitude



Thanks to Supporters Like You

The ‘high-risk, high-reward’ studies that

ALSF supported are some of the very studies

that best represent me, our science and serve

as the platform for the work we have ongoing

and propose for the future. It doesn’t escape

me that the support from ALSF has been

instrumental, and I extend my deep

appreciation to ALSF for supporting our

science from the very beginning.” 

— Dr. Cigall Kadoch, Dana-Farber Cancer

Institute 

ALSF helped launch my research program 10

years ago and has supported my lab at every

step along the way. Their investment in

childhood cancer research has transformed

the field and nurtured the development of a

generation of childhood cancer

researchers.”— Dr. Michelle Monje, 

Stanford University School of Medicine

Childhood Cancer Research
Projects Have Been Funded Since
Our Founding

1,000+



Research Spotlight

Currently, the only way to know if treatment is working is with serial imaging and

bone marrow biopsies. Drawbacks of these studies include the need for sedation,

invasive biopsies, and radiation exposure, which can have short and long-term side

effects. Unfortunately, the information gained from these tests is far from perfect

as many patients in clinical remission will relapse. The success of Dr. Mark

Applebaum's research (University of Chicago) could lead to a true paradigm shift

for selecting therapy and monitoring response for children with neuroblastoma.

Because blood tests are simple and non-invasive, they can be done frequently and without side effects. The

molecular information from this test is much richer than a simple image which can only tell whether there is

a large mass or not. Dr. Applebaum envisions that his team's test will allow them to move away from a one-

size-fits-all approach to treating neuroblastoma. They expect to be able to rapidly identify children who are

not responding to conventional chemotherapy and identify patients who are truly in remission with greater

reliability. In the long-term, they believe their test has the potential to replace much of the imaging and

invasive biopsies currently being performed during and after treatment, saving patients from the risks of

those tests while providing more accurate and useful information. 

New Paradigms for the Management of Neuroblastoma 

Dr. Robin Parihar of Baylor College of Medicine is using his

recent 'A' Award Grant to better understand how the tumor

environment of pediatric solid tumors like neuroblastoma

decreases natural killer (NK) cell immune activity. These

findings could be broadly applied to enhance NK cell

immunotherapies in general. To address the inability of NK 

cells to survive, multiply, and stay activated to fight tumors, Dr. Parihar and his team have modified NK cells

by genetic engineering technology in two unique ways in order to keep NK cells ‘on’ within the harsh tumor

environment. They added an activating signal and deleted an inhibitory signal specifically within NK cells

that should safely and durably maintain their activity. They hypothesize that these uniquely co-modified NK

cells armed with a tumor-targeting protein called a chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) will multiply, survive

and kill cancer cells in the tumor environments of otherwise resistant childhood solid tumors. They will test

the ability of these NK cells to kill tumors in laboratory models of the tumor environment developed in their

lab, and ultimately in children with advanced solid tumors. Dr. Parihar expects their findings would have the

potential to increase response rates in future clinical trials of CAR-NK cells.



Projects in NeuroblastomaALSF-Funded
Thanks to you, we have been able to fund outstanding research, leading towards
breakthroughs and cures. Read through some of our recently funded research
projects in neuroblastoma below. 

Click here to see a complete list of ALSF-funded
projects in Neuroblastoma

https://www.alexslemonade.org/grants/search?terms=&undefined=Submit&program=All&term_node_tid_depth_1=97&state=&year=&items_per_page=10


Meet Childhood Cancer Heroes

Jovahni wants to be just like Spider-Man. Much like his hero, Jovahni has

spent many days fighting off bad guys, but his enemy comes in the form of

pediatric cancer. When Jovahni took a fall while playing in the back yard, his

mom, Beanna, thought little of it because his limping only lasted three days.

When the limp returned, his mom took him to the doctor and X-rays revealed

a fluid that they amounted to growing pains. After strep throat, more

aggressive leg pain and fevers, Beanna knew it was something more serious.

Soon after, Johvani was diagnosed with neuroblastoma. 

At 22 months old, Charlotte had hit all of her developmental milestones but

began exhibiting strange behaviors. She suddenly lacked coordination, her

abdominal muscles felt tight, and she would fall when walking around. After

tests and follow-up appointments, Charlotte was diagnosed with

neuroblastoma. She had surgery to remove the tumor and worked hard

over the next couple months to improve her verbal and physical abilities. 

Just a few months later, Charlotte received another diagnosis: a rare condition called Opsoclonus-

Myoclonus Syndrome (OMS). Although her tumor was removed, it was still responsible for causing her OMS

symptoms. She began an aggressive treatment for OMS and will continue to have follow-up MRIs every three

months. Charlotte is her family’s hero, because her courage is what helped her family through an incredibly

hard situation.

Treatment started immediately for Jovahni as he underwent six sessions of chemotherapy, two transplants,

12 days of radiotherapy, countless surgeries, and several port placements. Today, he is still in treatment.

Jovahni and his family are relieved to know they will always have the support of Alex’s Lemonade Stand

Foundation. Knowing there are other people out there fighting for them makes a huge difference.



for all you do to help kids with cancer! 

Thank You


