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Thanks to your support, Alex's
Lemonade Stand Foundation has
continued to champion lifesaving

childhood lymphoma research and
care for the families and children

affected by this disease.
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Childhood cancer hero Noah, featured
above, was diagnosed with lymphoma
after weeks of feeling sick. Thanks to

support from ALSF, he's back home, in
school and on stage.
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Barr virus (EBV). Dr. Forconi found that children fighting malaria have unadapated immune cells,
making it harder for them to kill cells infected with EBV. If the immune system has been weakened,
then it’s more likely the person could develop cancer. Dr. Forconi and her team's goal is to determine
why the immune system for children who get eBL is not protecting them. If they can determine which
parts of the immune system are important for fighting eBL, then they can determine other therapies
that can be used to improve survival for these children.

Dr. Rachael Schulte of Vanderbilt University Medical Center is using
her Young Investigator Grant to study the effect of SLCO
polymorphisms on high-dose methotrexate clearance in pediatric
oncology patients. She now has complete data on 106 patients who
were treated with high-dose methotrexate for acute lymphoblastic
leukemia or lymphoblastic lymphoma, and has found that two

Pushing Forward Pediatric Cancer
Research in Lymphomas

Our mission has always been to champion lifesaving childhood cancer research 
and find cures for all children with cancer.

Targeting Sig15 in hematologic malignancies

Dr. Catherine Forconi is using her Young
Investigator Grant to study the impact of CD56neg
NK cells in the pathogenesis of endemic Burkitt
lymphoma, which is the most common childhood
cancer in Africa. The survival rate for African
children is 50%, in contrast to 90% survival for
American children. This could be due to two
common childhood infections that are considered
risk factors for eBL, namely malaria and Epstein-

Dr. Christopher Porter of Emory University is using his Innovation Grant
to target mechanisms of Siglec15-mediated immune evasion in
hematologic malignancies. He hypothesizes that Sig15 is abnormally
expressed in hematopoietic malignancies, contributes to immune evasion,
and can be inhibited in leukemia and lymphoma cells to promote immune
clearance. His work is significant because it will provide critical data for
the design  of clinical trials targeting Sig15 in hematologic malignancies.

Effect of SLCO polymorphisms on
high-dose methotrexate clearance
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specific gene changes in a gene called SLCO1B1 help explain the differences in how patients handle
this drug. Dr. Sculte and her team are now in the process of publishing their results and working to
study this in even more detail. Their goal is to eventually use genetic changes to personalize dosing
of high-dose methotrexate for each patient.

More about ALSF-funded projects in lymphomas can be found here:
AlexsLemonade.org/Cancer-Research-Category/Lymphoma



The treatment that would save Noah’s life was in Cincinnati – five hours
away from his home in West Virginia. Noah couldn’t come home
between rounds of chemotherapy because of the distance. With the help
of Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation’s Travel For Care (TFC) program,
Noah’s family was able to stay in a hotel close to the hospital. 

“It has been a tremendous blessing and a great relief for us to have the
worry of where we were going to stay and how we were going to afford it
taken off our shoulders by ALSF,” said Ty, Noah’s mom. “The peace of
mind that came from knowing that we were only ever just a short drive
away from the hospital and his care team is truly priceless to us.”

Throughout his battle, Noah was his mother’s hero because of his
resilience and strength. Today, Noah is remission, meaning there is no
active cancer in his body. He is also back where he belongs: at home and 
on stage, singing and dancing. He won’t let cancer keep him down.

Noah is normally a quiet, private person who doesn’t enjoy
a lot of attention from others. That all changes when he’s
on stage. Noah sings and dances in a competitive show
choir and even won recognition as the best performer.

In between rehearsals and shows, Noah was often found
sleeping, coughing and feeling feverish. He was competing
every weekend, so others attributed it to a common
sickness being passed around the show choir
members. Noah wasn’t getting better, and he was losing a
lot of weight.

Three days after the last performance of the season, Noah
and his family had answers. An X-ray revealed a mass in

Noah’s chest. He was diagnosed with Hodgkin lymphoma and underwent five months of
treatment.

Meet A Lymphoma Hero
Part of our mission is to support families in the ways they need it most

and empower everyone to help cure childhood cancer.

Meet Noah

The mission of ALSF’s
Travel For Care Program

is to ensure children
battling childhood

cancer have the
financial assistance
needed to travel to

clinical trials,
experimental thera-

peutics, or treatment
innovations not

currently available at
their local 

institution.

Travel 
For Care

Thank you for supporting lymphoma research.
You're giving hope to childhood cancer heroes like Noah!


