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Introduction: 

Today we’re going to talk about the ways in which you are the same and different from somebody else, and why that’s a 

wonderful way to be.   

Before we get started, I’d like for you to tell the class your favorite animal by writing it down on a piece of scrap paper (or a  

post-it).  Then, turn it over and hand it in so no one sees what you wrote.  Please do not write your name on this paper. 

(Bring students to the carpet or somewhere else where they can all see what you are showing them.  Turn over each paper to see 
the answers.  Feel free to affix them to the board so they are clearly seen.) 

What do you notice about these answers?  
(Notice trends, which animal had the most/least/etc. and feel free to sort them into groups.) 

Do you think it’s better to choose your real favorite or the one that lots of other people chose?  Why/why not?  

(It’s your personal preference and opinion, it makes you happy, it’s your own favorite  and that’s your own choice) 

What might happen if every single person had the same favorite animal?  

(We wouldn’t be as unique as we are, life would be more boring, we may not learn as much  about other animals, and so on) 

We can say the same thing about our hobbies, traits, personal style, appearance, and many other things about 
ourselves.  Today we’re going to figure out the ways in which we are similar and different to the girl we’ve been learning 
about: Alex Scott. 

ALSF Lesson Plans and Activities 
Character Development

Topic:  Celebrating Differences 

Learning Targets:  
I can compare and contrast myself to Alex Scott. 

I can explain the term “celebrate our differences”. 

Materials:  

• Large Venn diagram 
• Printable Venn diagrams 
• Scrap paper or post-its
• Computer
• Projector or print-outs 
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Closure:

• Think about what it means to ‘celebrate’ something.
What do you think it means when we say we should 
“celebrate our differences”?

Accommodations/Modifications:

• Students can write their interpretation of ‘celebrating our 
differences’ on index cards to be displayed, or can transfer 
a final version from their paper after your class discussion.

• Students with lower writing proficiency can work with a 
partner or can share answers aloud 

Activity:  

(Back at their seats, each student will have a Venn diagram.  Review or introduce the way they are used 
and what they depict, if your students have not learned about this yet. 

Students will write their own name on the left side of the diagram.  They will write Alex’s name on the 
right side.) 

Today, I’d like for you to compare and contrast yourself to Alex Scott.  Let’s try one example 
together.  I read online that Alex’s favorite animal was the penguin.  Raise your hand if you 
have the same answer / a different answer.  

(Have students fill in their responses in the corresponding section of their diagram.) 

Now I’d like for you to write down other things that make you different or the same as Alex was.  

(You can look up more information on the ALSF website, especially on the ‘Meet Our Founder’ and 
‘Interview with Alex’ pages.  Students can write down their similarities/differences as you go or you 
can read through them all and project or print them for reference later on.)   

Discussion Questions: 

• Name one new thing you learned about Alex today. 
• Name at least one thing that you and Alex have in common and one 

difference you have. 
• Based on what you know about her, do you think Alex would have been a 

good friend and a good partner to have in our class?  What makes you 
think that?  Does it matter that she was different from you?  Do you think 
this would have even been a good thing?

ALEX'S LEMONADE STAND FOUNDATION FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER 

Thank you again for your interest in Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation!  

We hope you will consider supporting ALSF with the help of 
your class, club, school, district, or community group.   

Please contact our office by phone at 866.333.1213 
or by e-mail at Takeastand@alexslemonade.org 

if you have any questions or need help getting started. 

https://www.alexslemonade.org/about/meet-alex
https://www.alexslemonade.org/about/meet-alex/interview



